MARY AND THE MONSTERS

music - Michael Roth

libretto - Frances Ya-Chu Cowhig

a work-in-progress opera based on and inspired by true events
involving Mary “Mother” Jones and John D. Rockefeller Jr -
the growth of the labor movement in the USA -
and
how their lives did and might have intersected
and
what they might think of their legacy as seen
and reflected in present day America

This is not a traditional piano/vocal score, rather it is a score in progress
with various hints at instrumentation and orchestration
(composed for digital notation playback and for midi purposes in pro tools and other things)
as well as choral writing -
all in progress, as a framework for how the piece will evolve over time
and become the most definitive version of the work

As noted in the cast list, everyone in the cast is part of an ensemble
and it should be staged (and sung) such that company members
can move effortlessly from principal roles to choral roles,
giving the piece an ensemble based free-form staging



CAST OF CHARACTERS:
All roles are singing roles. A minimum of six are required -
Eventually at least eight to ten actors is preferable to create a more robust ensemble and for

sheer vocal power.
Performers all transform effortlessly onstage into other characters as needed.

MARY HARRIS JONES, an Irish immigrant. 30 - 80 soprano
GEORGE / GHOST OF GEORGE, Mary's American born husband, 32, others tenor
DAISY, Mary's neighbor in Pinch Gut, others mezzo
DEATH CART DRIVER, 70s, others

also plays John D. Rockefeller Sr and Jr, others baritone

ENSEMBLE ROLES:
NEWS SELLERS, CHICAGOANS, MINERS, UNION ORGANIZERS, ADVISORS, OTHERS

Click here to see a video of the demo with the score:
https://www.thewebopera.com/mary-monster-tests
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2-Mary/George/DCD-1

2-Mary, George, Death Cart Driver
as George passes away

MARY

=120

music-Michael Roth
text - Frances Ya-Chu Cowhig
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2-Mary/George/DCD-2

He is dead. He gathers the THREE REMAINING CHILDREN
into his ARMS. Like him, they wear WHITE BURIAL SHROUDS.

George changes into a WHITE BURIAL SHROUD.
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2-Mary/George/DCD-3
Dri-ver just took

Death Cart
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2-Mary/George/DCD-4
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2-Mary/George/DCD-5
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2-Mary/George/DCD-6
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3-No Mouths to Feed - 3-Mouths To Feed/-1
Mary Jones' Solo and Daisy

music-Michael Roth
text - Frances Ya-Chu Cowhig

J

d=Ry d=Ry ﬁwq nuT_q d=Ry
. ¢ _ﬁ#
q
_a
(1N Y
i
HEN
[y ™
| | ﬁ |
[ YEA e
I .|
ol ®
el TTe
[y Mlt
e
oll]
Aany lann ..m lann Iany lann
dinl HH 12| HHH
@ | in.|
=Rl
= &
E 3
£ L
= Q FJ.
< L
z|* 1y
| | = ﬁmu | g |
S L n
(=]
£
m il TTe
£ o
= S ﬁ-.w
7 : .
e B B T S
N N N N P
Aunm\d NG NG Aqu\d Ar
- % - Q —
> lm £
=
o z
)
52255 2
N ]
TSz T . 8
g=Sgk 358
=) = g
LR =& 5
$8255 32 ¢
ET g8 =2 2
5] N
© . == 00 = % PN
EoGecs B 5
SEJESS o 2
= < 2 wn B —
R M S = a < _m =9
T LR E RO =i = ma
PESEoe Ee TE
B =] - ® =
SegyToel, 2F EE
~S=8%2 wna O=

MARY

|espressivo, emotional throughoutl

d= d=Ry ﬁwq =S =
i ERIIE
1 Vo \ [ 1]

=} A llu-
— l 1

N
H ) J

v %uu, huu.

* KN
S o ! N Hlt !
A4 L ||— ||7

Wl
HR| =
A ol LY
] 5 N TTe
:. . iy
H = o\ T
Iapu T Iapu P~ nni
T 1 o )
q
N
i LLl?

w N |hvl’
™= |} N 1.3 !
8 | TR
T | il A

A £ N e
'
NI E ] ml_-
d=Ry 3= BN = Ry e e
T T
Hy © (||
oMk ER
aE q
N
il han Lo*
S 2
] [y ﬂl’
T & PYHA T | !
M ol e
w
5] [ 10N L ]
] .nm N TTe
= ] (Y mu_-
Ak o) ™
ay an S (N N NS
] 1 I )
S q 7
9| — )
+H_, I
N
M [y ﬂl’
T < n ™ [}
Rl e ] H
v
= i )
el = M e
= . . H
e E gl
s Sl o= =
[N W U U N T
<N 3 hu‘m\d e Aqu q
~ o N~
m WOA [ap] @ ™M o ™M

e S s nu B i T B E SRy
i |l
-
(1N
Y
[y
| | I el ol )
o
=k ol »
S |
So| | [al —”u_c
=~ . . .
ST N~y e T, [T
1 | | | |
ol alll N
IRTR[]R
acy acau e 3 acRy o acRy
[ Y8 L e
-
ol s N
- W .
ol WJ Nl —QL Aml |||J
o L ol Il
u T | I
Y
Y ol L)
DH _ 'y H_ ol T
A HEN
1 ] I
0 odelele |l u-
() 2 N (Y [ o] e
KN |"AW 1N Al 4
| ™
HEN
ol ™
(1N su )
e
Hu||
I e W s
Q| q Q ol T
s v mownl ([l ]
| ) J
_ ngi
HBL | R NI !
J=X d=So ety et 1 Nep N= by S=py
N N N N oo oo
Auﬁ Auﬁ\ NG NGe Do PN Ay A,
~N N N 22 o I N A
£ s oz "= .
Qo

mp



9/5/26

3-Mouths To Feed/-2
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3-Mouths To Feed/-3
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she essentially conjures the train, all with the help of the ensemble -

the moment slips away from realism/realistic time as Mary sees
it's time to leave Memphis - returning the infant to Daisy,
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