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ABOUT THE WEB OPERA

With THE WEB OPERA, I've attempted to assemble a team of progressive artists to create something completely
new - a unique experiment in music, film, and new opera, an episodic through-sung web series based on true
events that has since been called “groundbreaking - engrossing and disturbingly real...”

THE WEB OPERA tells of a group of college freshmen and the invasion of privacy that forever changes a young
man's life. THE WEB OPERA also encourages and supports, via its website, suicide prevention and the fight
against cyber abuse. From the very first sound of each episode, a treatment of a Mac startup sound, THE WEB
OPERA challenges the viewer by being filmed as if seen via the cameras and webcams in a laptop, iPhone, or
iPad - accordingly, this story about the violation of privacy invites the viewer to watch and in doing so violate
the privacy of the characters themselves while viewing it.

The production is largely self-funded by Michael and was recorded and filmed in his own modest
studio. Its first three episodes, which are complete and live, present a disturbingly real picture of the
way bullying can damage the lives of all involved. Each episode incorporates Michael’s music with a
conversational libretto from Kate Gale. Visually, we as viewers become the computer screen itself, into
which a number of young singers look, browse, and type (seemingly) private online correspondence to
each other. The videos cleverly position us as voyeurs in a story that aims to shed light on the dangers
of invading the privacy of others. - Stephanie Eslake, CUT COMMON, Tasmania

Composer Randy Newman calls THE WEB OPERA 'groundbreaking ... a great 21st century opera, full of fine
things and remarkably accessible. It is also an important story told very very well.” And THE WEB OPERA has a
mission - inspired by the real life tragedy of Tyler Clementi, THE WEB OPERA is presented online to encourage
all who view it, via the website, to support organizations working for suicide prevention and against cyber
abuse. The first three episodes are online now, episodes four and five will be complete within the next year or
so. To view all three episodes, to support the filming of episodes four and five, and for information regarding
THE WEB OPERA's mission, please visit www.thewebopera.com

As of October, 2019, THE WEB OPERA has been recognized by ten film festivals: we are a semi-finalist for the
LOS ANGELES CINEFEST in January, 2020, and for Best Web Series at the ROME INDEPENDENT PRISMA AWARDS;
we are an official selection for the LOS ANGELES EXPERIMENTAL DANCE & MUSIC FILM FESTIVAL (screening/
February, 2020), and the WEB SERIES FESTIVAL GLOBAL; we’ve been honored with an Award of Excellence for
Original Concept from the SHORT, TIGHT & LOOSE GLOBAL FILM FESTIVAL COMPETITION and Awards of Merit
from the ONE REELER SHORT FILM COMPETITION and the BEST SHORTS COMPETITION; we received an
Honorable Mention from LA's EXPERIMENTAL FORUM; and THE WEB OPERA was an online presentation of the
both the LIFT OFF SESSIONS in the UK and LIFT-OFF GLOBAL NETWORK ONLINE FESTIVAL in New York.

THE WEB OPERA, directed by Kate Jopson with performances by Reuben Uy, Adam Von Almen, Stephanie Cecile
Yavelow, Molly Connor, Joyce Lai and Loren Battley, was filmed by DP Dana Fytelson, with dazzling visual
graphics by Lisa Glenn Armstrong, Yiyi Shao, and Emmy-Award winning Christopher Gaal/Crazybridge Studios.
It also features musicians Peter Sprague (guitar), Stephen Erdody (cello), Batya MacAdam-Somer, Yvette
Holzwarth and Missy Lukin (violins), and Duncan Moore (percussion), with additional vocal work from an
eclectic group of LA-based singers: Emily Kosloski, Jackie Lopez, Laura Vall, and Amy White. It also features
extensive digital sound work and sound design, created and mixed in my home studio in LA.

Upcoming screening events in 2020 include a presentation at the Los Angeles Experimental Dance & Music
Film Festival in February, and an April screening presented by Soundwaves, the New Music Series at the Santa
Monica Public Library.

THE WEB OPERA is, finally, very personal work - it is my own expression of the troubles of a tumultuous world
navigating and re-navigating itself with newer and more complex modes of communication, and how they are
slowly but surely re-invent our way of interacting with each other - and the difficult ramifications of that
progress, so to speak. | hope it provokes thought, comments, and perhaps most important, in person
conversations -

MR (2019)



FANFARE MAGAZINE ON
THE WEB OPERA

"Opera meets the World Wide Web: a superb piece that is very much of our time"

ROTH The Web Opera e Reuben Uy FG97; Adam Von Almen Violinist98; Stephanie Cecile Yavelow
June99: Molly Connor Roommate; Loren Battley, Joyce Lai Roommate’s Friends; Peter Sprague
(gtr), Duncan Moore (perc), Batya MacAdam Somer, Yvette Holzwarth (vin), Stephen Erdody (vc);
with Emily Kosloski, Laura Vall (additional vocs) e (39:55) www.thewebopera.com

Opera meets the World Wide Web: composer Michael Roth and librettist Kate Gale have constructed a piece that is
very much of our time. Masterfully directed by Kate Jopson, THE WEB OPERA is cast in three episodes. As Director
of Photography, Dana Fytelson creates miracles, while Roth's score and soundscape via Steven Cahill’s sound mix
sounds simply awesome through headphones (it was recorded at Spragueland, Encinitas, California, and in Santa

Monica).

Allegedly based on true events, the piece explores cyberbullying and abuse within the online musical community.
We, the viewers, become the computer screen into which the protagonists gaze. The screen can not only show the
humans, but also the conversations that happen online as well as online search results. The opera begins
amusingly enough, with actor Reuben Uy as college freshman FG97 (characters are referred to by their
dehumanizing email addresses) setting up a webcam: instructions are seen on-screen as well as set to music.
Anyone who has ever tried to set up a webcam will relate to the frustrations. The fact it is based on true events is
important—the tragic end really happened (although the real names have been withheld, the family of the deceased
was aware of the opera). A young violinist has just come out to his parents and arranged to meet a date in his
dorm; unbeknownst to him, his roommate will soon stream parts of the date publicly. Invasions of privacy are
everywhere; nothing is private any more.

There is plenty of humor, and in the first scene the music is superbly bright and upbeat, the recording fabulously
present, using the full available sound space. There is a sense of the musicals around this, and Uy’s voice is
brilliantly of the musicals. As the scene shifts, so does the music, abruptly and effectively. The second episode is
more minimalist in tone: we see a violinist practicing (Adam Von Almen) and, when he goes online, we feel his
loneliness palpably. Von Almen’s voice is remarkable, blanched of feeling as if emotionally numb. He quotes the
Bible, “suffer the little children unto me”; | wonder if the link here with Marie’s Biblical quotations in WOZZECK is
intended? The repetition in the music now seems less to power momentum, more to represent the humdrum, the
hopelessness of the violinist’s state. Roth’s music has the ability to reflect light and shade (and literally too, when
he sets the passage about letting the light in).

The third episode (the last we have so far, but four and five are promised) finds FG97’s friend June99 (who appears
to be very interested in politics). When they connect to the webcam to spy, the effect is really quite
discombobulating: both FG97 and June99 (Stephanie Cecile Yavelow) are very close to the screen, as if invading our,
the viewers’, privacy. The progress of the opera is frozen through silence; a single violin note takes us into a slow
processional as the protagonists examine their own guilt at infiltrating another human being’s space. The moral
standards and their contradictions are examined: “Take any pictures?” the Roommate’s Friends ask, together; “No,
that would be shitty” comes the response.

The moment when all five characters are all on their phones reading and responding to messages instead of
interacting with each other is so typical of what the World is rapidly becoming. With Christopher Gaal's dynamic
motion graphics, the moment at which FG97 sends the message with the link to the sexual voyeurism is marked by
a sea-change in the musical direction. It is clear something dramatic has happened, the result of just not thinking
things through; of how easy all of this spying and dissemination of information is. Watching the lines in mirror
image as the violinist realizes what has been going on is surprisingly harrowing, as if his world is being inverted,
too. The final repetitions of the letters “http” are curtailed by the electronic equivalent of a gong stroke, leaving
Violinist99 alone against a dark background, panting, frightened. The beautiful vocals of the slow outro over which
the credits are shown are initially glorious; a twist of both timbre and harmony assures us there is no happy ending
in sight.

Obviously, the linguistic trappings of modern digital life are all here, from "LOL" to "azn" (="Asian"; | didn't know
either). The music is often high-voltage but there are moments of ensemble beauty, too. The remaining two
episodes are eagerly awaited; this is a beautifully, poignantly constructed and brilliantly realized opera. A huge
bravo to all concerned, and a real sense of wonder to the technical team's wizardry. And a huge thanks, too, for
bringing this vital issue to consciousness via the medium of music.

Colin Clarke

** At the end of this document, score and libretto, please see the feature article and interview
with Michael Roth by Ken Meltzer


https://www.thewebopera.com/
https://kategale.com/
http://www.katejopson.com/
https://www.danafytelson.com/
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm0128695/
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm6080777/
https://www.adamvonalmen.com/
https://www.vayymusic.com/
https://www.crazybridge.com/
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music-Michael Roth

text-Kate Gale

(add'l text-Michael Roth)

THE WEB OPERA - Episode 1
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(add'l text - Alex, Syiek, Michael Roth

music-Michael Roth
text - Kate Gale

THE WEB OPERA - Episode 2
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(vocal-very quietly, to himself)
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‘stops playing the music‘

=approx 95
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typing the words Just Us -
implying the word boys....

closing the pdf|
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‘typing and posting as he goes‘
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(probably no longer posting
Jjust singing, thinking for himself)
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