MARY AND THE MONSTERS

music - Michael Roth
libretto - Frances Ya-Chu Cowhig

a work-in-progress opera based on and inspired by true events
involving Mary “Mother” Jones and John D. Rockefeller Jr -
the growth of the labor movement in the USA -
and
how their lives might have intersected
and
what they might think of their legacy as seen and reflected
in present day America

This is not a traditional piano/vocal score, rather it is a score in progress with various
hints at instrumentation and orchestration (composed for digital notation playback and
for midi purposes in pro tools and other things) as well as choral writing - all in progress,
as a framework for how the piece will evolve over time and become the most definitive
version of the work

As noted in the cast list, everyone in the cast is part of an ensemble and it should be
staged (and sung) such that company members can move effortlessly from principal
roles to choral roles, giving the piece a rather ensemble based free-form staging


Michael
t


CAST OF CHARACTERS WITH MAXIMUM DOUBLING:

(All roles are singing roles. A minimum of six actors are required. Eight to ten actors
is preferable, to create a more robust ensemble and for sheer vocal power.
Performers will transform onstage into other characters as needed.)

MARY HARRIS JONES, an Irish immigrant. 30 - 80. — soprano

GEORGE / GHOST OF GEORGE, Mary's American born husband. 32. — tenor

DAISY, Mary's neighbor in Pinch Gut. — mezzo
also plays Miners' Wife

DEATH CART DRIVER, 70s. — baritone
also plays SENIOR, John D. Rockefeller Sr.
LAMONT MONTGOMERY BOWERS

JUNIOR, John D. Rockefeller Jr., 30s-40s. — baritone
also plays FATHER HARRIS, Mary's younger brother.

SECRETARY, Junior's secretary. — tbd - probably soprano or mezzo
also plays Miners' Wife

ENSEMBLE ROLES (AS CAST):
NEWS SELLERS, CHICAGOANS, MINERS, UNION ORGANIZER, ADVISORS



Michael
— soprano

Michael
— tenor

Michael
— mezzo

Michael
— baritone

Michael
— baritone

Michael
— tbd - probably soprano or mezzo


** Composer Sketch
music-Michael Roth
text - Frances Ya-Chu Cowhig

energetic - forceful

Epidemic-Yellow Fever - Reporter Commentary

(Reporters, Death Cart Driver, Mary, George)

##% - this score is NOT a definitive orchestration - rather the various staves
contain ideas as they are sketched and as they evolve in the process of composing
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be-

He is dead. He gathers the THREE REMAINING CHILDREN
into his ARMS. Like him, they wear WHITE BURIAL SHROUDS.

George changes into a WHITE BURIAL SHROUD.
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No Mouths to Feed -
Mary Jones' Solo

music-Michael Roth
text - Frances Ya-Chu Cowhig
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